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1. SUMMARY: RADIO CAMEROON HAS REPORTED NY TIMES ARTICLE 
ON STOLEN STATUE, BUT WITHOUT CRITICISM OF US. IT APPEARS 
STATUE STOLEN IN CONTEXT INTRA-TRIBAL. NY TIMES CORRESPONDENT 
NOW IN CAMEROON TO COVER STORY FROM THIS END. HE AND WE 
EXPLORING INTENTIONS MININEO AND CULTURE. OTHERWISE, BELIEVE 
PRIMARY CHANNEL FOR USG-GURC COLLABORATION IN POSSIBLY 
RETRIEVING STATUE FOR CAMEROON PROPERLY LIES AT WASHINGTON END 
AT PRESENT STAGE. 

2. AETER OCT 25 AND 26 NEWS ITEM BRIEFLY REPORTING NYT ARTICLE 

ON STOLEN STATUE, RADIO CAMEROON WEEKLY NEWS SUMMARY RAN SHORT 
COMMENTARY ON SUBJECT OCT 28 (REF B). MENTIONED THAT ACCORD- 
ING SOME SOURCES, STATUE STOLEN BY A PRINCE OF KOM PEOPLE, 

PASSED THROUGH SEVERAL HANDS BEFORE ENDING UP FOR SALE IN 
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NY GALLERY. OTHERWISE THIS OCT 28 COMMENTARY MUSED 
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SOMEWHAT SARDONICALLY ABOUT TRADITION AND SACREDNESS, 

TALKED ABOUT MONEY VALUE OF STATUE, AND PROJECTED NO RPT 
NO RANCOR TOWARD USA. WRITER OE COMMENTARY MENTIONED TO 
POST I.O. OCT 29 THAT ACCORDING HIS SOURCES, K KOM PRINCE 
TOOK STATUE OUT TO NIGERIA, WHENCE IT WAS MOVED TO NIGER 
WHERE IT WAS SOLD TO A FRENCHMAN. 

3. NYT CORRESPONDENT TOM JOHNSON ARRIVED YAOUNDE EVENING 
OCT 27 (REE C). WE HELPING HIM MAKE MININFO AND CULTURE 
CONTACTS (INTERRUPTED BECAUSE OF LOCAL HOLIDAY OCT 29). 

HE PLANNING TRAVEL TO KOM AREA (NORTHEAST OE BAMENDA IN 
NW PROVINCE) OCT 3 1 . 

4. AETER RECEIVING REE D, EMBASSY TRIED TRACK DOWN THROUGH 
SECURITY AND POLICE CHANNELS WHERE GURC STOOD ON MATTER SINCE 
ORIGINAL PCV KINZELMAN LETTER-AND OUR SUBSEQUENT TALKS WITH 
KINZFLM AN-HAD REEERRED TO SECURITY AND INTERPOL REPORTS. 
ALTHOUGH OUR EFEORTS HAD NOT BEEN AVAILING, WE HAD NOT 
CONSIDERED IT APPROPRIATE OR ERUITFUL AT THAT STAGE TO BROACH 
SUBJECT WITH EITHER EONMIN OR MININFO AND CULTURE. 

5. AS ISSUE HAS EVOLVED, MININEO AND CULTURE IS NOW KEY 
INTERESTED AGENCY WITHIN GURC. APPARENTLY ITS INTEREST HAS BEEN 
ACTIVATED BY NYT ARTICLE. WE (AS WELL AS NYT CORRESPONDENT 
JOHNSON) WILL BE EXPLORING ITS INTENTIONS. 

6. WE BELIEVE APPROPRIATE PRIMARY CHANNEL EOR USG-GURC 
COLLABORATION ON PROBLEM AT THIS POINT IS THROUGH CAMEROON 
EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON. WE PRESUME IT WILL BE APPRISING ITS 
EONMIN OE STATE OE PLAY AND ACTION NEEDED IF GURC WISHES 
PURSUE EFEORTS REGAIN STATUE EOR CAMEROON. 

7 IN MOST RECENT CONVERSATION (AETER NYT ARTICLE APPEARED), 
KINZELMAN TOLD DCM "IT HAS BEEN PROVED TO HIS SATISFACTION" 

THAT STATUE STOLEN AND THAT KOM PEOPLE WANT IT BACK. HE 
STATED THAT THE PERSON INSTRUMENTAL IN THE THEFT WHO NOFD 
"SEES ERROR OE HIS WAYS" WAS AN UNSUCCESSFUL ASPIRANT TO 
THRONE IN RIVALRY WITH CURRENT FON (CHIEF) AND IS STILL IN 
LINE OE SUCCESSION, AS FON'S NEPHEW. AS RESULT OE THESE 
INTRA-TRIBAL CONSIDERATIONS, KINZELMAN SAID CASE WAS NEVER 
BROUGHT TO COURT. (THIS APPARENTLY CONTRADICTS STATEMENT IN HIS 
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LETTER OE JUNE 25 TO KAREL MEYER THAT A SUSPECT WAS BROUGHT 
TO COURT AND ACQUITTED FOR LACK OF EVIDENCE.) KINZELMAN 
SUGGESTED AS IMAGINATIVE SOLUTION THAT EURMAN RETURN STATUE AS 
GIET TO KOM PEOPLE, PERSONALLY BRINGING IT BACK AND OBTAINING 
RECOMPENSE FROM RESULTANT EAVORABLE PUBLICITY IN ART JOURNALS. 
ANOTHER ALTERNATIVE HE SUGGESTED IS POSSIBILITY OP RAISING 
SEVERAL THOUSAND DOLLARS PROM CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE 30,000 KOM 
PEOPLE TO PAY EURMAN AT LEAST PART OF HIS ACQUISITION COSTS. 
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WITH GURC OR USG PROVIDING TRANSPORT. 

8. COMMENT: INTRA-TRIBAL RIVALRY ASPECT OF ALLEGED THEET MIGHT 
POSSIBLY COMPLICATE GURC ABILITY OR EVEN WILL TO PURSUE 
MATTER TO CULMINATION. BUT ON BALANCE, GURC LIKELY WILL WANT 
-OR EEEL OBLIGED-TO MOVE TO GET STATUE BACK. 

MOORE 
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